SKELETON GREEN REVISITED - EXCAVATIONS AT MENTLEY LANE, PUCKERIDGE
A major archaeological excavation took place over the summer and autumn close to ‘Skeleton Green’ at the northern end of Puckeridge. This is just next to the Iron Age settlement and Roman town of Braughing, and at the junction of two major Roman roads - Ermine Street (the A10) and Stane Street (the A120). 

The importance of the ancient settlement at Braughing has been known for many years, and a large part of the settlement is protected as a Scheduled Monument. The area involved, north of Mentley Lane East and just outside the Scheduled area (see plan), will soon have houses built on it, and an archaeological condition was placed on consent for the development to allow for the archaeological excavation (funded by Fairview New Homes) before the development started.  

The site, which is within a few metres of late Iron Age burials and settlement evidence excavated in the 1970s, at ‘Skeleton Green’, had lain largely undisturbed in recent times until the excavations began in late July. A large team of professional archaeologists from Pre-Construct Archaeology Central carried out the work, assisted by members of the local historical and archaeological societies,  and other volunteers who carried out background research, and joined in the excavation and recording of the site. The eventual success of the project is due in no small part to their commitment and enthusiasm.

The archaeologists revealed evidence of an extensive Early Roman cremation cemetery in which the inhabitants of the early Roman town had been buried, and also many inhumation (skeleton) burials in graves, and associated boundary ditches, pits and postholes. The cremations (funeral ashes) were placed in a pottery vessel and buried in a pit, often with other pots (see photos 1-3), and sometimes in a wooden box or casket.  Nine pots were found with one burial. By the end of October, over 200 cremations and 60 inhumations had been excavated, yielding well over 400 complete and partial pottery vessels and a number of other important artefacts such as shale bracelets and the remains of many hob nail boots.  

As well as the Roman remains, which had been anticipated, the archaeologists also found a magnificent flint and brick built late medieval tile kiln and its associated well (see photos 8-9). The structure had a well-preserved working chamber and two stoke holes that fed into the firing chamber. Historical sources refer to the presence of this kiln in ‘Tile Kiln Field’ from 1516 onwards, an early date for a structure of this kind. The kiln eventually went out of use, and at some point it was converted into a barn. The kiln was partly demolished and substantial clay floors were inserted. This building is recorded in legal documents dating to the 17th century. 
Archaeological excavation of the site has just finished and the archaeologists are now starting to study its many findings, including the wealth of artefacts from the site, and the many burials.  This will include research into the age and sex of the burials, and the diseases they suffered from, and the various - and sometimes strange - burial rites practiced.   
The results of the work will shed further light on the nature of life and death close to the Iron Age settlement and Roman town of Braughing during the important period during and after the Roman conquest in the mid 1st century AD. The later medieval evidence of the tile kiln will help to highlight the development of Puckeridge in that period as a staging post on the important Cambridge to London road.
More work will carried out at the site early next year when the development begins, so further information will be posted as the project continues.  

