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From the Standon and Puckeridge
Amenities SocietY

The genesis of this Village Study is instructive' It was conceived by the East

Hertfordshire District council in ttre lale 1980's. A commltment to cafry it out was

included in the Draft District Plan Review of 1989. For financial reasons the District

council were uDable !o carry it out themselves but, in January 1994, they asked Standon

Padsh Council to undertake it, with some logistical support. The Parish Council

commissioned the AmeDities society for the task, whjle retaiojtrg its own rePresetrtafion

and input on tlre draftlng committee. The District council have, in effect, underwritFtr the

printing costs, for which we ale very grateftd. The content of the dofl.lment is howeveq

researched and written solely by the villagers, cdtl the wider long-term int€rests of tlle

villages in mind-

The members of the committee have considerable local knowledge as well as legal,

architectEal, landscape and scientifi c qualifi catiols.

The Amenities society have maintained a keen interest itr ths sildy as it has developed. I am

pleased to record that the sosiety (athusiasdcau9 $pport its conclusions. As you will se€

below, the repon has the etrdo$ement of the Padsh council , and the local representatives on

the Distric! and County Councils.

It is my hope that this study will have some influence on local Government decisions

concerning the Parish; but I also venture !o introduce it as an intsesfing document in its owtr

righl and one which may be read ltifh pleasue.

Mary Smfth,
Chairman,
Standon and Puckeridge Amenities Society



From the Parish Council

The Village Study provides a lecord of life in Standon Padsh towalds the end of the 20th Century,

As wetl as being interesting , informatiye and a work tiat will be valued by future ressalchers, it

provides valuable guidelines for today's plaoners'

When the Distriet Council, the local plalnitrg authority, receives a plandng application it is

forwarded to rhe parish Council for agreement or objection before decision is made by fts District

council,s Planning committee. Parish councillors find thet reactive role in plenning to be of

limited value and with the publication of this Village Study they believe that there will be an

opportunity to consider planning matters in a wider contex! rather than as individual

applicarions.

The Parish Council is glateful to ihe Amenities Society for doing mo$ of ttle work involved in

preparing rhis study and to tie District council for providing maps' copying and priding facilities

that have helped in production of this valuable publication.

Brian Taylor
Chairman
Standon Parish council

D .--r- (
l\tt'<-.a*- *tF

rf

-;
l

[r

F

fr

rl

'll
,.1

I
'$
.u

II-n

-n

I
u

l
r
t

I

ri
ll

tr

tl

it

ll

!I

I

E

E

E

s
S

s
IE
F!

N

F
s

From County and District Councillors

We have had the opporunity to comment on the Village Study and gvs our full suppon to ths

finished document.

\rie\ Q",lL-David Watklns
County Councillor

Leon Hyde
East Hertfordshire District Councillor Q(i).a



The Village StudY
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whatfollowsisasfudyofamodestrufalsefilexlentandthecountrysidewhichsurroundsiL

AlthoughthetwoareconsideredseparaFly,inrealitythesefilementcannotbedivorcedftom

its setting. The community derives i8 character ftom the land whence it $prings' Equally' the

widerlandscapeofffelds,woods,slopesandvalleysissubttyaffectedbythecommunityand

the buildings which it harbours.

ThesuldyofacommunitymustreflectbothtiewishesandneedsofthepeoplevhofomiL
Much of tlre data upon which this study is based is dgived from a padslt-wide qu*tionnaire

in l99l and subsequetrt analysis ofthe v€ry bigh (63%) response' Such a sEldy woul4 how-

eve! be valueless if it disregarded tlre sider cootext' Due regard has been paid to fhe East

Herdordshire Local Platr (March 1993 Review) and to the county struc'hre Plan (approved

May1988).ButneitherttlesedocumentsnorthevillagesurveyrgponsehavebeenEe$€d
as dictators. The recommendations which result from tlle sfirdy are tempefed but not

shackled by themt.

The sudy fals into five relat€d sections dealing with different aspects of padsh life' The first

dealswiththerurals€ttitrg,ideotifyingthoseaspectsofitwbichpaicularlymeritcooserva.
tiotr. This is followed by an appraisal of the f ilage witlin that sefting. Next comes a secuon

devotedtohousingatrdthepatternandefectofhousitrgdeve|opmentvithin&gpalish.
CoDsideration is tllen gven to the changing pr$ern of emPloyme and ways in which the

commudty can be encouaged to become more self-sustaining. Finauy the strdy tuns to ths

impactofthemotorcaruponthevillages-atthesametimeaboonandascourge-it|enff5tng
particular problem are€s, The study ends with a number of getreral conclusioos which are

intended to summarise ths conclusions reached iD the text-

Thespiritinwhichtheslrdybasbeencordlctedmaybggtbeexpressedinwords*dttetrby

the secretary of state for the Envronment as an introducdon to tltg Rural mite Paper in

Ocrcber 1994

"The richness of rural hislory derives fron the fusion of at least fue grcat EnSlish thenes:

rtrst, a tNe af tuture, a celebralion of the tattdscape and a reverence for thz soil; the" the

varted vision which has inspired many generatians so o build town and village that &ey

enhance their natural larldscape: also an mderstanding of stcwardship and inharitlnce,

1 Other ilflueoces otr the Btudy ioclude platniDg policy Suidadce notE6 8Dd ilritistives tsked by ilstitutions'

e.g. countryside coomiesiou. Engl.ish Heritage 8nd EdSlish Nature "ConserYatiotr Issues itr stuelegic PlaB."
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the desire to sustoin that which is gaod in order to hotd on somahing bener fot thc neft

generaton; foutthlt a deep tmdentmding of the vahn of tradition in comnu'tity' cwton'

i*3 *a *kaga andfifihty the wi ingness of cowtrymen o reconcik their respect for

tfaditio with ur accepratce of the ctlanSe which h suth an essential patt of tife"'

.Buwhaltltereadgmayask,doesastrrdysuchasthisaimtoachieve?lt'saimsareinfact

fourfold:

FIRST, that it may alert those who live in tlrc panshes to ttle good and bad things within thdr

villages atrd the surrounding countryside, and eocourage their support for conserva$on and

im!'roYemeng

SECOND, tut iE conclusions (summarised at the end of tlB doormed) sttould be adopted by

$re Parish Council as broadly stating tlretr poltcy on the subjecB covered;

THIRD,thatitshould'witlnutpafiiality,informfteDisdctCounciloftheneedsandaspia.
tions of the local communtty and tb€reby influence the revision of tlre bcal Plan; and

FoI'JRTH,tlutiBconclustonsonpafilcdarmasersuray,atleastinprinciple'guidededsions

on furth€r development wittdn the parish'
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The Rural Setting

1.1 Geography.
The parish of Standon is sifiatd on the Greenwich meridian which is marked in aI least two

places by posts.' It covers 2379 hectares and is bisected by the River Rib, lunning from Nortlr

to South. It is located ir the centre of the East Herdordshire plaleau, which is the largest area

of open country in the county. The settlements of Standon and Puckeridge are at the Nortlrcm

end of the parislr- Within the last 40 years very cotrsiderable housing developEent has

taken place between ttle t\f,o viUages. heviously t]le villages lay witbin the contours at the

bottom of the vauey (see Fig.6 Topography) and did not intrude visually upon their surround-

itrgs. Elsewhere road improvements to the A 10 ftom Wadesmill northwards, involving a by-

pass for Coluers End are Uable within the next few years to ercroach sipiflcanfly upon the

comtryside ftom the Al20 roundabout southwards.

1.2 Geology.
The soils of this area are classd as boulder clay, but the very complex geology, where chalk,

flint, gavels, sands and clays are all mixed together, often into very small areas, causes a

particularly itrteresting and diverse landscape. In Plashes Wood (designated a Site of Speciat

Scientific Interest) several soil types lie injuxtaposido& creating mary "q'pical" ecological

niches in unusual proximity. Generally, the heavis soils lie on the higher ground to the West

of the A10 and in the South-East in the parish. This gives rise to smrllish ffelals, well-hedged

and Eeed To the East ad Nodr is more open arrble land possibly a relic of atrcient ffelds,

enclosure having taken place following the Standon Enclosue Act of 1831. The River Rib

cuts through geDue hills atrd provides superb countsyside vhich ext8[ds to t]le Youngsblny

Estate in tlle neighbourhg parish, and therce to the I€e Valey system. Al0lough its scale is
Rmell, the beauty and vadety of the coutryside witbir the partsh a$racts visitors ftom a wide

area-

1,3 Archaeology.
The parish is rich in archaeological sites, co aining no less than 16 areas designated as

being of archa€ological significance and one scheduled andent momrmenl the Roman Tbrryn

at Wickham llill (see Fig.2). The County Archaeologist reports that the padsh contaim some

of tlre most impodaft archaeological 1s64lns in H€fdordshire, An extensive seulement

dating !o the late hon Age (100BC to AD43) les betseen tln villages of Standon and

Braughing, coverhg an area in exce$ of two hundred hectares,s The settlement was a major

centre for impofting luxury goods ftom the RoEan Empire in the period between the

2 Ooe, an iron pos! is oubids Ryd€B Grove otr the E- side of the A10 rca4 atd the oth€r i5 io Co!€ tlno, B8wick
3This site may exteod ftsm the fsrm shop ol! the Al0 North of the Puckeridg€ louDdabolt as far a6 the schoob, aod it
is potentiauy of very great archeologicrl siglificaace. See Fig.2.
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expedition of Juiius Caesar !o Briain (55-548C) and the Roman invasion (ABt3), and it is

otre of the most important Iron age sites itr Bdtain. The late kon Age senlemetrt was

succeeded by a Roman town sootr after tlle Rom an Invasion, and ib remains lie on Wickham

Hiil. The site is nationally important and is deslgnated as a Scheduled Ancied MoDumenl

Sites along the Rib valley to the North of Standon and Puckeridge have yielded Romano-

British fiBds1 Standon and Braughing condnued !o be important settlemetrts after the

deparure of the Romars in A}ll0 and by the time of the Norman ConquesL Standon had

achieved the stahrs of a medieval Borough.

1.4 Historical woodland.
.The landscape owes much of its presed fom, howeyer, !o medieval and larer society (see

Fig.4). Standon Manor, now Standon Lordship and, more particularly, tlle park vhich
srmounded il date back !o the times of Edward the Confessor. Remnants of the eady park-

land erclosing some of tfie demesne can sdll be seen loday, ttough the gleat storm of 1987

swept away most of the ancient orks remaining in the valley, Most of the woods in the parish

predate 1600 and owe their preservation b local rceds for fuel and farming. In 1843 tne first

Duke of Wellington purchased the 1200 hectlre Stardon Estate which form$ about half of
the parish. He atrd subsequent Dukes impressed their maxk upotr it by the encouragement of
temnt farmers. At least one of his successon (tlte 4fJl Duks) sas very interested in forestry,

atrd replant€d, in-filled and exteded large are€s of Plashes Woo4 Badger's Eye Plantation

and other smaller woods atrd cop6es,

If the heritage of wooded landscape rshich ls such a featur€ of the pari$r today ls to be

conserved, the IXstrict Coundl's pollcys of pmtecdng atrdent woodland will need to be

rlgomusly observed.

Contemporary land use.
At the presetrt time the land suppods well-maintained mixed farming. Mixed faming is
becomlng less common in the neighbouring padshes. There is a dairy herd, one ofoDly 21Ieft
iD East ltrerdordshire. Beef, cattle, stFep, a racing shrd, ftrkeys and goats as well as many

arable crops add to the diversity of ifferest of the countryside,

t Recent cropmar*s hsye shown several 8ites of euclosures of urknown ago. Those uldoubtedly pre-date the Norman
conquest alld poilt to ve!'y eady woodlaod cleuarce in 6e Nofh of the ParL6h"

5 District Council plao , pata 2.ll .2
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1.6 Hedgerows.
With the exception of two farms, where most of the origioal hedges have been removed, the
odginal hedges are sdll gowing, atrd arc maintained at a $ealer height than fonnerly. Many

ofthem cover d€ep ditches or boumes. Sone ofthe counfy roads are partiarlarly wen hedged.a

These hedgerows form a network over the countryside which supports and shelters a very
varied flora and fauna.

1.7 Flora.
The n"atual flora is exceptionally riclr" The curent 'tlerfordshire Flora Surve/'has re-
corded over ul40 species of wild plant in the 2tm x 2km Ordnance Survey gdd centred on
Plashes Woodl This is the richest area of flora yet surveyed in the coutrty, d€sFite local

depredation ofhabitats in recent year8, Plashes Wood is designated S.S.S.L, but there are an

addidonal ten sites designated O.S.L,8 and the Hertrordshirs Environmental Records Cente
has details of78 sites ofecological intercst witldn tlle parish (see Fig.3). A hordcultral count
in Standon Chulchyar4 updated in 1994, yieldetl 142 species, plashes Wood should not be
seen in isolatioD, but as part of a coFplex ofwoodland and hedgerows whichspread like a web

across the entire parish.

1.8 Fauna.
The importance of fhese woodlands and hedges is vell evidenced by the movement of deer
fhrough the paristL Fallow and Muntjack range ovc large arcas of the coutrtryside. There are

also records ofRoe deer. Fox€s, badgers, rabbits, weasels are all on lfte itrcrease, but hares arc
less common than they were. Toads, frogs and newts also appear to be increasirg, despite the
contitrued loss of small ponds which is, or ought to be, a mafiEr ofcondd€rable local conc6n,
A recetrt sursey ofbat nestitrg sits revealed the presence within tlre parish ofthe Whiskered
Bat, a European eudangered species.

1.9 Birds.
More than 75 bird sp€cies were found to be breeding itr a 2km Ordinance Survey square
immediately South of Standon village in a l98E-92 survet' This compares with a rotal of
121 species found in the same nrvey to be breediDg in the whole County, 

"nd 
places tlre parish

in the lop 5% for density ofspecies. Suchdchness ofsp€des car be attribut€d to the divenity
ofhabitat !0 be fourd withitr the parisll Woodlan4 stseams, dvers and ponds, grasslend and
arablefarmland all abound rhs only sgnificant wild bird ha5itat inltmited supply is marsl and

and wet land, but, where it exists, snipe and woodcock breed.

oeg. the road ftom Balsams to Brolrley, ths mad up Dark Hill, and various roads in aad around Barc.ick
' Plashes Wood is describ€d in 'The Flora of Hecdordshile" (DoDy 1967) 8s '\ndoubEdly the best w@d len in 6e Coutrga.
8 osl:'l)ther site of ecological geological and geonorphological impqtunce or iobr€sl' A i.rther t 0 harc be€s !e€om-
meoded.

' The Breeding Blrds of Herdodshire, by Herb Natural Hirtory Society, lD3.
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1,10 Road Verges.
Some of the roads in tlle paristL including country lan6, are generously verge4 and their
verges arc rich in flora ,nd fauna- Less than 20 years ago local inhabitanB cut hay on the
wider vergestt The County Council has a Heriage Road Verges project for the protecfon of
the flora and fauna which are dependent on such habitat

The Parlsh Coundl and the community should lend support to thls project.

1.11 Village opinion ol the sunoundlng country.
It is understandable that tlle inhabitants value the countryside higtrly. Wiftin living memory
the majodty of workhg metr w€re employed in local agriculfiIre, and for many tlre assodation
witi the land remains strong. Throughout the !'illage suwey more than one jn four of all
comme s relaled directly to iL soms 80% ofrespondetrts clatmed !o make active use of the
countryside for recreation. ln order of popularity uses includsd vralktng, watching btds or
wildlife, running orjogging, stroottng, horse-riding, cycling, fislring, painting or photography,

and ferreting. The value placed by local psple on thefu surrounding countryside is reflected
in their overwhelming desire to prserve those feanlres ofit which are described in tlle prec€d-

ing paragraphs, and to prot€ct it from builditrg devslopmenL Tbis desire should not be re-
garded as selfish: it reflects a consciousness oftJp value ofoul rural heritage, atr awareness of
iB ftaglity in the face ofcommercial exptoitation atrd inadequate $antory fotection, and the
acceptance of a duty as stewards to paSS it on intact to future geDerations.

1 .'l 2 Statutory Protection.
The Green Belt does not extetrd to Standor and Puckeridge. It stops to the Soutlr at Fanharn's
Park Thundridge and Wadesmin, And b the East at Hadham Hall, Bury Green ,nd Dane
Bridge. Although much of the parish is d€signat€d a Landscape conservation Area the
practical yalue of this may be open to debata. It is possible tiat enhanced plaming
protection of the kird promot€d by English Nanre for ..ecologcal regions,' muld provide a

more secure $affiory basis of prot€ctjon for the countryside Mtrin ttre paristr"

1.13 Few, simflar areas of unspotlt counfyside lie within 30 niles ofthe city oflondon- Tho s e
that do - the chilterns and North Downs wing to mind - appear to have attracted far
more stringent staultory protection than the land in and near !o our paristl

" In 1993 oae eldoly ilhabitsnt (MIs Wio Skipp) cbarmiagly recaled at olr Ameoities Society ftmction ',''t in 1922 ar tbe
age of l0 sbe erercised w!gi[8 rights for 7 corrg in l-a.Hens l,ane. Collisr E[4 ie. she gtsz€d thet! oa tbe load verg€s.
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1.14 The countryside around the villages merits protection and conservation as a significant

leisue resouce which is avarlable to and used by considerable numbers within a shorl

distance to the south. Its use for leisue purposes is welcomed but development for tlrse

purposes needs to be managed so as !o protect the flora and faum and the unspoilt vistas whiclr

give ir its ch4ract€r. . Nor should it be forgotten that almost sll the countryside in the palish is

actiyely worked for a vffiety of agriculmre and horticdftral purposes'

1.15 Footpaths.
The parish possesses 4?tm of footpaths and bridleways thictl ena,ble walkers and riders to

reachitseverypart(seefig.S).Inprovementsinrccentyearshaveledtothesebeinggenerally

w€ll-kept and accessible. The adoption of the'Palish Patrs Partnenhip" inidativer has

focused ftesh attention upotr the dghts of way network. Locally the resolution of a long run-

ning dispute, itr respect of a footpatr (& 20) which had been obstructrd by the constuction of

alargepond,hasresu]tedinsignificantgain!othecommunity.Fortheclo$reoffteoffeading
route several nev paths have beetr created, providhg new circ'ular walks from the village

centres. other path issues sdll requiring acdotr include two too@aths (&s 1&2) which appear

to have been left leading nowherer since they stop at tlle parishboundafy of Braughing. These

two routes are nevertheless much valued because oftle ffne views they affold of the riv€r

valley and the villages. lt is to be hoped that a similarly beneflcial fesoludotr to thek problem

Mll be forthcoming'

1.1 6 Conclusions.
The parish contains a large area ofcountryside, well separated ftom the viuages within it' aod

gven ovd to a$icultural and horticuhJral uses. It is a working countryside but it is rich itr

diverse flora and fauna and ln naural feaures, atr(l it is wel-placed to accommodate a variety

of leisue int€rests, tire majority of which are cottsistent witil the qrrent land use, and should

be welcomed. The maintenarce of the character of ths countryside, however, requires the

mntinual cooperation of landovrners atrd the scrupulous applicatiotr of culre$ planning re-

stricdons and the development of more effeclive staFrlory prot8ction" Parish and District

Coutrcil initiatives to conserve the countryside should also be velcomed

Recognising a common and overriding interest in conserving the countryside which is shared

alike by landovrners, those who liye in the villages and those who use it for recreatiotr, the

following conclusions are reached on iszues relafng to the countryside'

tt tt i" primarlly a palttrership the County Coutrcii, the Parirh Council and user goupe, n'itb paldeiPation by othel

bodies and spoorership by tie Coulrtyside ConDri$siod. Il sas qeai€d to :-

I eosble local people to mr'ke the most of the dghl8 of q'8y wihil their atea '
2 udock the bitherb uqtapp€d rcsourcas 8t lo€el levgl.

3 Allos, hiShway altbotitie$ to collceob'ate otr those 86pect3 of road work thst ooly they caD undertake' such as legal

masels ard tbe dsfilitive mep.
4 Establisb eficeot ad effective \rays of eosudlg that the rcsd rctwolk is opeo and in use (Ihese conrmeDb ale takeo

ftom the couoFyside CoEmission docuretrt'Parish PathsPsn$$bip: An oudine')

11
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buildlng developmenl

should be scrupulously observed Bs the iimit of
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Any further building development consequent 1n 
the r::dworks lnvolving the

A10 should be so planned o 
'* 

frot"* "*olng 
vlstas atrd leave ample sectom for

the contlnued r,aurro"u-"ot ot wUdltfe' Any form of rlbbon or large scale

development should be resisted'

The promotion of a pubuc rtght of way from the L1 ValleV Park extendlng up

the Rlver Rlb to Standon *i ityooa 
'no"til 

bc welcomed' Such a path would

enable more Psople to enJoy an olil and' tn som- e p"f'" somewhat secret

landscape. It could o" "*"i* 
uslng edstlng rtgbts of wan and not slavlshly

followlng the rlver valtey but t"ftog *t of adJacent hlgh ground to take

advantage of the Yiews' The ltrterests of the countrystde ldentlfled ln this

sectron of the study ttictate ttrat thls rtght of way should not, however' exten'l

to any form of motorised veblcle'

r In line vtth local authority policytz planners *:11 t*U to confer pre'empdve

protectlon to the more tnrpo'*i archaeological sites wlt}ln the parish' In the

unlikely event of p"opo**" for development such protection should inclutle

a prior slte survey at the At""top"t" op** atrd the attetrdance on dte' during

excavations, ot " 
r"p'e"eotative of the planning suthorlty wlth authority

in approprlate clrcumstances to sop the sork'

* rl"* ao*ty Couocil '€ountryside satemenf' of l99l '

12
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The Village In lts Setting - An Appraisal

2.1 Form and Topography
Standon atrd Puckeridge vere formerly two separat€ villages that have coalesc€d in tlle couse

of this century to form one settlementtl Standon has Saxou origins and Puckeridge is

medieval. Puckeridge is a linear settlemeot between two roadjuncdons (Station Road and Old

Braughing Road). Standon is also linea& but it widens out Io form a slim green. Both have

protectivg iow-lying locations. Standonis dght again$ the s@p valey side of the Rib and iB
southern end turns into the valley of a small ldbutrry (Hadham Road). Puckeridge is in the

valley of a small tdbutary that runs nortrwards ftom St Edmunds College. At Puckeridge it
turns through 135" to join tlle Rib nearthe old stadoL Old Puckeridge is hidden ftou rhe Rib

valley by a long low hill,lvlc]tlam Hill.

FIG6 TOPOGFAPHY

ia

t3 Ttris is well illustated by the Ordllalrc€ Survey Map of 1899. See Fig.7
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ThereisontyonelongviewintoPuckeridge(northwardsftomtllesideofthehiuontheAl20),
but two excellent long views of standon a€ to be fourd across the valley (from the hill on the

Al20westofthevillageandKitchencroftWoodonDowsettsLane).Thetlflentiethcentury

development has also Ended to be low lying, but two housing e$ates ale visible fiom several

longviews(AstonRoadestAte,builtitrthelatelg40'sandWick]umwayestate'builtinthe
late1980's)'Thisisregrenable.Plannedtreeplant.ingonthebouldalieswould,inthelonger

term, improve rnauers,

In the long term, if it ls necessary to extend deYelopment bcyond the edsdng boundaries'

areas should b€ selected whlch are lnconqrlcuous wlthln the wider landscap€.

2.g The flst half ofthis c€trtury saw ribbon development spreading from Puckeridge towards tlle

station (mlway opened 1863 and closed 1964)' Thereafter housiry estates have b€en built

which completed the coalescence.
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FIG 71899 ORDANANCE SURVEY PLAN FIG 81939 ORDANANCE SURVEY PLAN
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The plan of tte settlement today is reminiscent of a plump sausage with the historic viliage
centres located at either etrd. This is unusual, for twentieth cenurry developmeot more usually
surounds historic cedres like onion rings. The great advatrtage of the villages' peculiar
development is that the rural context of the historic centres remains largely intacL Travellers
entering or leaving the villages can have no doubt where the boundary lies at any point. It is
clearly defined.

The direct c'onn4{ion between the Conser.yaffon Areas and the srrroundlng countrydde
ls an essential aspect of the character of the vlltagm and ls worthy of protecdon.
Development beyond the lindts ofthe villages would blur the connecdon and detrsct fmm
the character oftle setUemetrt. Such development should not be permttted.

ia)

FIG 9 SETTLEMENT PLAN ANALYSIS



2.4 Historic Signilicance and Heritage
The villages are within a historic landscape (see Section I The Rual Setting ofthe Villages).

All of old and new Puckeridgs north of the Recreatjon Gmund is designated an Area of Ar-

chaeological Significance, due to its prorimity to the SclFduled Ancient Monume of the

Roman Town at Wickham Hill and the hon Age Sefilement aI Gat€sbury and Mckham Hill.
These are of international significatrce. Much of Standon CoDservation Arca is also an Area

of Archaeological Signiflcance. Standon was a large and important settlement at llre time of
the Domesday Survey of 1086. Ody ware, Hsford and SL Albans were larger, within

Herdordshire. Bishops Stortford was only half its size. Puckeridge was on dte Wadesmill

Tirnpike, fhe fust !o be designated in Englan( in I 663. It formed part of tlle main route north

.from Londou and was used by coaches and carts tra$porting barley south. The heavy raffic
made the road impassable at dmes, a fact remarked upon by tJle diadst Samuel Pepys, !o

whom the route, at any rale along Puckeridge Higlt Stre€t, $'ould sdll be recogdsable today.

2.5 Character and Local Distlnctlveness
The Local Plan requires new development in Statrdon atrd hrckeridge to be "compatible $rith

f]le maintenance and enhancement of the character ofthe sefilement." 'Chaacted' is subjec-

live and elusive. For the purposes of this study reliance has been placed on two sourc€s; recent

"Character Appraisals" ofConservation Arcas by East Helts District Council, and "Design in
tlre Countryside" by tlle Countryside Commission. The latter suggesB that regional diversity

and local distinctiveness, rchich are essefiial elements of rural English villages, are being

eroded by standardisadon and "samen6s". Regettably, erosion oftlis sort can eadly be seen

in the developed area between the two villages. It is to be hoped tlnt it wil be avoided in
futule.

2.6 Buildings and Materlals
The photomontage otr the rcxt page (Fig.l0) shows elemsnts ofbuildings that arc sympathetic

to ths character and idiom ofstandon and Puckeridge. The second setofphotogaphs (Fig.11)

shows elements tiat are clearly out of sympathy with the village-scaF.

2.7 TrcePlanting
Over t]le course of t]re last 15 years more than 800 Eees have been plant€d in the villages,

These have been supplied eitler by fhe Parish Council or the Disfict Councii and all have been

planted by members of the Amenities Society.
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Fig 1O Sympathetic building elements
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Soft red brick, black stainsd wsathsrboard, red clay Plain tiles and slate'

Soft rod brick

Rint and brick gardon wall-

Traditionat torm dormer window with pitchad roof and clay til6s'

Traditional render with low relisf pargetting'

Underplaygd savss with no tlmber fascia

Black weatherboarding and slal6 roof on barn'

Knappsd flint garden wall.

Underplayed eaves' soft rod brick and clay tilas'



Fig 11 Unsympathetic building elements
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Pink cafcium silicate bricks.

Tradhional window frame style spolti by over textured 'rusfc' style tgnder.

Brown/beigs bricks.

Flat roofed dormers on shallow pitchod roof.

Untraditional and ovsr large flat roof dormer.

'Bory' eaves.

Concreta tiles with white lichsn.

Brown concrata fles.

Dark brown bricks.



Areas Of SPecific ldentitY
Puckeridge Gonservation Area

2.8 High Stre€t.
ThellighStreetisurbaninchalacter.Buil<tingsaretighttothepavemefiwithseveralhaving
jetties that project into the streel The High $reet bends' creating atr intsesting townscape

effecL With tlre excepgon of trro modern developmetrB in tlle ce re' its buildings are almost

all listed. Ii is a htgh quallty spaca and the most importafi paxt of the Conservation Area'

Many of the surviving butldings are former coaching inns' More than one of them can jusdy

claim to have acted as host to samuel Pepys, the diaristtd. Coaching inn gateways are still a

major fea$Ie of the charactgr of the Iligh SEeet' No' I Higb Street' signals the northern end

oftheurban,enclosedhighsree!itbeingdetachedwithinitsowngalden.Thefencingand

treesaleanimportantcontributionlothechargeitrchafacteratthispoint"Somedegadation
oftheoriginalplanformhasoccuredwithalgT0'sdeveloppent,TheMoat,wherevesdgal

ftotrt lawns haYe been introduced'

2.9. Burgage or Medieval Stttp Plots'

l-ong-narrowptotswithshds,outtrouse.sandformershblesaresillthenormbehlndtlrl{igh

Streetftontages. Mostofthese are trow pdvate gardens and seYeral are ofhigh quality. There

aresevera]examplesofflintgad€nwallingthatarevorthyofretgntion.Thsreisalengthof
particularly high quauty flitrtwork otr the south side of Mentley Lane bounding the gardenof

No,lBultingfordRoad.weatlFlboarding'oftentarredblack'isinevidenceontheoutbuild.

ings.Thelg?0'sdevelopmeatCarnonsCourthasintroducednewhousingintotherearof
tlreseplots,buttllesmatlscaleallowsthebugageplothedtagetoremaitrrecogdsable'The

entrarce!othecaravalsite(form€rlyNatwestBank)istllemostdegradedoftheoldburgage
plotsandistlresubj4tofculfentdevelopmentinterestasociat€dwiththelandbehind'The

insertionofaroadandjutrcdontomod€rnsightthesandwidthstandardstllloughoneofthe

old burgage plots and onto the High Stsest will inevitably change the charactef, ofthis arca'

ra Enty ftom pepys, diary,24 Feb I 66u ,'At puckeridge *e baiM s[d werc very merry, but tbo way exceeding bad from

I

I

t

WoIe thither.'
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2.10 Northern Edge-
The urban character of the High Street ffnally ends iu tlrc north aI No. 5 Buntingford Road,

just beyond the old road jutrction at the White Hafi, where taffic going nortlleast would have

turned off. North of the White Haftthere are fields, scrub and woodland' On the west dde of

Buntingford Road the buildings are nineteentlr and eighteenth century. Only No 3land the

Garage are twentieth century. However, several of the buildings here have been gleatly

altered to the detriment of the Conservadon Area- The Old Chequers' No. 23 Buntingford

Road, srith its modern aluminium windovs is urecogoisable as the Georgian inn it once was.

Nevertheiess itis remarkable how small ls the transitional area betweea coutryside and nght

urban street, and how lifile the twentieth c€nfiry developmenl

2.11 Southern Edge.
In the soutlr. tlre urban character of tlre High Strest star6 to dissipate at No' 64. On tlr w6t
side the houses $ep backwards and Ee set upon a bank The palisade fencing and ffont

gardens are a pleasant transi$otr between ttle High Streec proper and tlte open cou$rydde.

Five of these sixt€en hous€s are Usted Nos. 76-82 are wldle weatherboarde4 a! unusual

feature in the village. They are, at presetrt unlisted, but may be tlought to Edit irclusion"

Opposite, there are ninot€€nth ceDtuty cofiages dghtb fts edge ofthe paveme . Beside tlEse

is St. Thomls of Canterbury churctl a lotrg low dmberbuilding, mnstruct€d in 196' which

adds liEle to tlle character ofthe Conservadotr Arca. The St" Thomas of Canlerbury School

and Congregational Church on the rrtest side are reasonable nireteenth century

composidons sef back ftom the roa4 wbich again reinforce rhs tandfon to countryside.

Finally on the east side and a irther 100 metres on, is the former Buftlo's Head Public

House. Atthouglr it is within tlre Conservadoo Area" it is in character wholly within tie
countryside. Again itis remarkable tlrethere is so littletwentieth cenfiry developme onthis

road and the transition from High St@t to countryside is quite abtupt The old ulrnFike may

have been a frctor in linidng development in tlfs direction.

2.12 Backlands.
This is the land betweetr tle back ofthe old buqage plo6 on the weSern side of fhe Ifigh Stee!

atrd the bypass (completd in 1973). This would have been origina[y used for grazing, or-

chards or farmitrg. The bypass has rcsulted in a change ofuse for much oftlds land. At the

southem end is the playing field of St Thomas of Canterbury Scltool, a sensible use that

makes minimum impacl Further nortlr is ttre Leach Homes site, wtdch is at present largely

ra
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derelicL but which received full plarning approval for 44 dwellings in 1993' Nextto the DortJl

is tlre Caravan Site, which is also largely d€relict Outline planniug approval was ageed on

this and the Leach site for a toral of 86 dwelnngs itr 1988' but the iegd Bgleemert $'as not

completed by fhe developer' Tb ttre nortlr again is a plot refened to as ttle "trng" site' It may

ffiusty nave beetr an orchard, but is now a vell-maintaircd garden' Both t}ris site and the

field to the north orMentrey Lane shoc, that this backland can be ofpractical use to the vi ags

as garden' orchard, gazing for horses or eYen as arable farm latrd- Bats certainly find this

rype of latrd usefirl, for one of flte sites provides the nesdng site for tlre whiskerd bat' feferred

to in paragraph 1.8 above. The visual quatity of this land is high and itrd€ed higher thatr one

ro* ono, Uo. looking at the map' Fjlth€rmore' Metrtley Lane East is a country byeway

of very high quality, worfty of protection eYel though it is short and blocked off'

ffirn these backlands haye been allowed to fall tnto dere[ction. There

ls a rlsk that thls wtll be allow€d to recur as a means of encouraglng redevelopment'

Trrts should be r€srste& where development has to proceed then the new butlrltng

shoul4 ln its plan form snd elevadonal treatment' have as mary references as possible to

the hlstorlc set0ement onto wltlch lt ls attacbing ttssn'

Standon Conservation Area

2.13 High Slreet and Groen'

The widening of tlre High Street at tlF Greetr and the bend at the southern etrd arc blical

Saxon feaulres. The trees in tlle cturchyud and tre high quality of some of the surrounding

buildlngs combirc to create one of theb€st village visEs in the County' Many of the buildings

arebrick.faceddmberfianes,someBoreadcietrtthantheirlistingimp.|ies'Grey/yeuowgault

bricks are used extensively' Many otlErs show the Bore common render finisll Buildings at

the nortlrertr end of 6e Htgh Sreet are ofless high quality, although the post offrce is a notable

exception Burrs Meado; is sn import$t feaEre of this part of the High StreeL Five young

horse-cllestnuttrees$/iu,itistobeho@,addconsiderably!oitscharacterastheymature'

Therearetheenewdevelopmentsw}lichaleallfelativelysuccessirl.Bci<leNo.54High
streetasitrgledetachednewhousestanGoppositEthechurch(alf]rougtrtlre"enhanced''red-

ness of the roof tilss ts unfortunate) ; Statrdotr Coutt at the rear of No' 28 (7 new houses on an

old burgage plot) ad sargents (a 1970's development of 10 new houses) complete the rccent

developmenl tire nner'-running as it does parallel !o the High Sfeet rather than down tlle

burgage plot, is perhaps the least succ€ssftrl of lhese developments'
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2.14 St. Mary's Church, Standon.
This is the only Grade I listed buildhg in the parish. It is described in that lisdng as 'a large

mediaeval church of a decayed borough of outstanding interest for its clEncel arclL font
arcaded nave, monuments, brasses, glass and the west porch and detached tows, urique iu the

county". The setting ofthe Church is also outstandlng. The churchyard is well kept, but not

"tidy surburban". Grass and old gravestones lead from the church to a boundary line of old
lime trees along the line ofthe road. These tse€s wde orce pollarded but, in recent times tley
have been allowed !o grow ,nd are periodically pruned An ageing brick retaidng wall beside

the road combinqs wit]r tlrc trees to provide an incEasing sense of etrclosure as the High Street

narrows from the Green, Thereis also affne avenue ofpollardedlime trees to the south ofthe
chulctt. The churchyard rises st€eply up the vailey side !o ttls easL gvitrg flne yiews of the
village and yalley.

2.15 The Small Green and the Old School.
The small green has atroak tree ofperfectfom (planted 1910). It will become anin$easitrgy
important feature of this area. The buildings here ue of high quality. Church End Cottages

and the Old School (Knights Court) are of particular note, but 70/74 High Sfeet (former Top

Shop) has rec€ntly been improved and qtended with great success. This truly has etharc€d
the Conservadon Area. With the removal of the shoy's lean-to, tlds house is worfry of listing.

2.16 Pap€rmill Lane.
From Church End Cottages westwards, Papermill Latre remains a country byevay of the

highest quality leading to a charmitrg ford and ths waf€r meadows, It contaitrs no twendettr

cenftry houses. It also affords marvellous views of Standon village roofs - mostly rich red

plain clay tiles. The Douo barn 0ist€4 black weatherbofided with slate rooD adds to the

rural nature of the composition. The long low bdck buildtngs of red brick with diamond

patttrn gIey head€rs is also valued

Conservadon of thls area ls of great lmportance to the setdng ofthe vlllage. Development

would be highly detrlmental here.
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2.17 River Backs.
Th€re is a notiotral |ine ma*ing the end ofthe burgage plots and the floodland meadows ofthe

Rib. Some ofthis land has been the subject ofdevelopment pressure.

This area is meailow land and has a podtlve contrlbutlon to make to the chafacter ald

setttng of the village and Htgh streel other us6 are detrlmental. Thls line needs to be

deffned and adhered to.

2.18 Mill End.
This is a mixed area ofold mills, workshops, farm buildings and cottages. It is fal ftom being
.,prett/' but has geat charact€r, It is an intdestitrg remlnder ofthe days when workqs lived

li0era[y itr the shadow of ttreir place of work. Today t]ls brings conflicts of intefest and

problems of access and parting. There has been some new development of mixed success.

The red and white plastic sign (some 4m long) on the old mill wortshops detracts fiom

iB chafacts and appearance, The Flour Mill feceived plqnnlng approval for conversion to

flals in 1989, which was renewed in 1993. Its toss will be regletre{L The whole Mll End area

has valuable potential as an area of small workshoF, a use thal would be much more in

keeping with the hedtage and charactd of the area than housing.

If the opportunlty ever ariseg the farm bulldlngs at the enil of Mlll End might also be

considered favourably for workshop or eome slmllar use.

Cenfial Area of Standon & Puckerldge

2.'19 Station Road.
This road follows what was probably the arcie tsack connecdng Puckeridge to the market

lown of St$don. Yestiges ofthe country lane survive in pieces ofhedgaoq bul iB heritage is

laryely losl Pbsitive features along this road include;

r the small green at the juncdon of Statiotr Road and South Road Ths ma[lrc trees on tie
greetr are excellent and conHbute greBtly to the area.

r the old school at No. 29 is a fine Dinettenth cenfiry building wtth Dutch gables. It is now

divided into [wo, bu! surely worthy of lisdng.
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the three rows of four teffac€d cofiages on t]re east side conEibute weU !o the character.

as does the combination of hedgerows, greeD, manre tre€s and spaciousness of the
gardens on the wes( side,

I tre houses that curve around the junction of Stadon Road and South Road axe laryely

unchanged and itr this sefting arc a fine example of early Council housing (Ware Rual
District early 1920's)

There are however nunerous arcas where, witb co-operadotr ard a scrupulous afietrtion !o
detail, improvements might be effected.

r There is a contrsion of reDlacement dools and windows of different stvles
(eg. Nos 2l-27).

r boundary fencing, hedging and pavitrg varies gready from prop€rty to Foperty.

r 1960's infiIl housing is particularly unsuccessful in 'fitting in '.

r the Road betweetr South Road and Pemwne Way has particular slnrtages of parking

space and ftofi gardens (especially on the east side). This r$ults in an i ensiye

atmo$phere of hard surfaces and little lardscaping.

Opportunifies edst for the residents, Parlsh Councll and East llerts Dlstrtct Council

to get together to formulate a plan to allevlate the pmblems of this area.

r Further south, bulldings do not sit happily beside or opposite eacb other. They lack any

unirying features, whetber of form or maErials. Thus tiere are found:

1970's co&Tete flat roof schools, beside

1930's brhgalow, beside

1980's "briglu red and fancy bungaloq" beside

I 970's neo-Georgial suburban houses, beside

1970's metal clad waxehouse, opposite

1930's bdck cinema. beside

1960's pink brick tenaced housing, opposite

1990's "beige end fancy" houses.
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2.20

2.21

One positive step, wldch would add a unifylng element to thls strctch of mad vould be to

plant more hedgerow along lL Thls mtght asslst in recoverlng some vestige of lts ortgtns

as a country lane. It would certalnly pmvlde greater prlvacy to householders. Uthls slep

was comblned wlth the plantlng of trees In front gardens and a greater contlnulty of
garden fenclng, mmetldng ofcharacter mlght be r€scued.

South Road
This is the best example of "village suburban" characler in the settlemetrL It requires little

improvement, but should be presuved. It is higbly desirable tiat the Mddletotr School site,

the subject ofdevelopment interest for housing, stlould cotrtlm$ the format ofhsdgerows and

tr@S.

The Recreation Ground and Southlields
The 1991 Viuage Appraisal showed this !o be a much valued area It is at the geographical

hean ofthe settlement Soutlfields is amth€rexample ofweU preserved 1920's councll hous-

ing within a good setting. The growth of mature trees and/or a proper boundary hedge would

add !o the chaiacts, but tlley might depdve residents ofcherished viecrs across tJle Reeeadotr

gmund. The buildings wtrich form tlle Community Centre are curendy in need of improve-

me , paffcularly if they are to meet expectations for a sporb hall in the mid 1990's. The

adjace space, used for car parking, needs to be clearly aod adequately designed for tlut
purpose. At presgnt it lacks coheretrce.

Kents Lane
This coDsists of 1950's, 60's and 70's detached houses qnd $nngalows of individual design

atrd varied gardens, There is Uttle in common between ftlese and theil matedals and form,

and genaally they are not chaf,acterisiic ofthe locality. The taffic of the A120 is a negative

factoi New Steet Farm (tlrc presetrt buildlng dating ftom 1749) and Cottage are botl listed

and do contribute to the slork ofbuildings that represent local distbcdveNress, The gas pump

houslng at the jutctiotr of Station Road is a rcgative factol, Kents Lars lacks a cohercnt

pattem or charactel The plandng oftrees along it, orin the front gardens which ahrt it, might

improve signiflcantlt if done in sutrcient numbsrs,

2-22
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2.24

Hadham Road
This road follows the tiny vauey of a ributlry stream ofthe Rib' The wooded spinney and in

particuiar Dark llill make this a country byeway of $eat quality' There is a lack of car

parking for the residents of Green Irys Cottages (see para 5.13 below) buf theil localion

higher up the bank togsther with bungalovts on either side gve tlds area its own multi-level but

still very rural character. Tko bungalows are locat€d higher up the bank atrd unfortunately

abut the end of the churchyud. They consequently detrac1ftom lotrg views ifto Standon.

Further developmen! here strould be very strictly controlled ard consideratiotr gven to includ-

ing these within the Conservadon Area

Stortford Road
This area consists of houses ftonting the A120 and detached propaties itr tle backlands.

Behind them a foo@a0r leading to t]re Hadham Road sHrE tlrc top oftlree fields gving splen'

did views to the nortll and west Nos 22-48 8re late niDet€enth century semidetaclred "'railway

vilas" set high on a bank above tie Stortford Roa4 Their boundary fencing is now very

varied and hdividualised" The planting of a hedgerow btween the top of ttle bark and the

footpath might provide a pleasitrg and unifling addidon

Housing Estates
These mnsist of;
Aston Road/Starelors Crescent

Gauldie W'ay

Vicarage Close & Chuchields
Batchelon. Britannia & Northfields

Perowne Way & SL Iohns

Gatesbury WBy & Wtcl:han Way

Fishers Mead/Close & Puk Lane

Roundhaye

Herons Close @ryant Homes)

These are of various ages (from 1948 to atate), The Puckeridge tributlry is of great value in
providing a hedgero* feature in Fishe$ Mead end Close.

Negadve facton are;

r bare fenciug agaiNt pavements. Tbis would be greatly improved by planting should r

residents wish to follow this up.

a
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2.26

2.27

residents wish to follow this up.

r j utrctions and boutrdaries ofestatas are often illronsidqed.

For example the junction befseen Catesbury Way and Park Lane requires
supplemeftary planting.

r the rear retaining walls ofWickham lvay Foperties are in excess of 3m in places. This is
atr indicafion that development should not rise up these hillsides.

Village amenitles ne€ded.
What follows is not an exhaustive list. The development of yillage amenities tends at present

to owe more to itrdividual initiatilre than to the implementation of consciously taken group

decisions. The following are undoubtedly needed

I . A hall wilh a stage capable of accommodadng over 100 people.

2. Accommodation for the tMving scouts and guides and other youth ofgarisations.

3. A day centre for the elderly and handicapped.

4. A more permanent building to house the Play School.

5 . A space to play badminton, to replace Middleton School,
It is important that the provision of any ofthe above should not be at the expense of the
limited amount ofopenrecreadonal space pr6e ly remainrng within the viuages.

One reiatively small matter which mighf easfly be achieved is the improvement of the vlllage
notice-board. The introducton of a Community notice board somewhere in Standon High
Street had been debated It should not be loo difficult either to provide such a notice board (or
more tlnn one) or to find a suitable site or sites.

The Parish Council mlght reasonably draw up and maintaln a llst of capitat proJects for
the lmprovement of the villageg whlch lt could alm to achleve in the tonger term. These do
not need to be ltnlted to, or even necessarlly lnclude, thoee ldendfled above,
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3.3

Housing And The CommunitY

The strange shape of the built environment" with two viUage High SEeets, otre at either end

rather tlun in tie centre of the community makes for unusual patterns of housing' The

twentieth ceotury development is al the cenEe of the seolement. Right at the heart is the

recreation ground, health centre, community centre and two schools.

Reconciling different attltudes towards buildlng developmonL

A desfs among developers for new house buildhg is as stsolg, if not stronger than it ever has

been, which undoubtedly reflects ext€rnal demand. Feeling s'ithin the villages is difftretrL

The village survey revealed that in 1991 the Eepondoant view was that the padsh would not

benefit ftom more housitrg, and that limited size, tlle rural naturc ofttle villagg atrd its se$ing

wittrh fhe countryside are of great importance. llews from witlrin the villages cannot be

completely reconciled with demands from outside. ft is the main purpose ofthis secdon ofthe

study to clarify the two sets of opiDions and to see how, by compromise' thsy catr co-exist ltr

rea$nable harmony,

No ercernal plan for the villages has ever gone beyold allocating to them a specmc numb€r of

new houses. Thecurrent local plan allocates 338 new houses in the period between 1981 and

1996. Growth itr accordance lrith local plans has been a relatively recent phenomenon.

3.4 Lack ofplarnitrg has led to at least four undesifible results'

r The coalescence of the two villages ref$€d !o in Section 2. It rc longer makes sense to

tlrink ofthem as separate in any pracgcal way' They form but one community; it would be

uffealistic any longer to think of tllem oth€rwise.

r There has been alr lrcrease inthe number ofone or two bedroomed (starter homes). These

probably reflect a geruine demand but tlrcy result in li$le beneflt to the community because

firey lend to be bought by people who do not lay down root& but move on within a short

time of arival in the localityt6. This is not, of course, int€nded to dismiss the valuable

contributiotr that newcomers can make to village life.

r The low visual quality of much of the new housing between the t$'o centres - a fact much

bemoaned locally.

r Problems with motor ca$; but that is considered separately in the fifrh section of this

Study.

tt207o of the respotrdeots !o the Village Survey hsd lived i! the parish for losr tba! 5 yearr arld le$s tha! half had lived

in it for more than 15 ye€rs
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3.5 Local planning policy and the Vlltage Boundary.
The Local plan defines a boundary arcud the built up areas of Standon and puckuidge.
Residential development which is compatible with the main@uance or enhancemeft of *recharacter ofthe seslemeft is, broadly sp€ardng, permi*ed within (he bound'ry. Residenuar
development outside tlre boundary is, however, refi$ed" The precise boundary rs depicted ontheland Use and Appraisal plan, (Fig.12)

3'6 Howeveq the Fremise upo! which t*se policies are based rs tlrat the vi'age boundary isdenned atrd immuhbre. It would not be difffcult to enlarge the boundary and then" 10 form arany ffe' to m4intain tre same poucy. lt must arso be recognised that such a step could beforced upon the pranning authorities by circumstarces outside their co!troI, as for i'starce apressing need to accommodat' signiffcant numb€rs of new houses witlrin the area It must arso
be recognised that tfte enlargement ofu'e village boundary wourrr, in principte, be preferable nwide scale housing deveropment in tie surounding com*yside. Neverrher*s, the eDlarge-
meot of the boundary would be fiaryht s,ir, difrculdes; not least the difrcuity of buildiniin
praces where the development would be incoDspicuous wiffu the surroundhg coun'yside: Invirage terms it is bighly undesirable that the geograpldcal umits of the setflemed should beenlarged in order to accommodate more housing deveropmen*. In tbis the village voice
expressed in the village survey in I 99 1 , and tlle Local pla4 are ar orc.

5.7 Development withln the vlllage boundary.
Resistance to such development is not a viable opdon I[ n ould not be in the true intsest oftheconmunity' It would be utrealisfic, impracticable, selfish and counter-productive. oevetop-
ment within dre boundary is sure to condnue in accordance with r'e District counar potii,
though the number of larger sites avallable is limited end reducing.

3'8 It is' hovever, importantto recoglise andb platr for the cons€quences ofresidential develo*meff' panicurarly those conctrning fte moior car, New houses put vehicles on the roadrr.

3'9 Ne*' residents in standon and puckerrdge are rikery, as mauers shnd at presen! to work out-side the communityrT Thris is environmentally ursatisfactory. It detracb from the vai'e ofliving in the countrysrde, end, by removing residen* aom the community for a large propor-
tion of every week, it reduces ttFir value to the community, In shorE a new reddent who worksrocally is, in severat respects' of greater benefft to the community than one who m€rely uvesthere.

irffi ;":";-tg;: li#*': *l*'' n*'o* """'* offi
.,8t,o of workinp res_"^""," .^ .,^ .,lll onalysis of tbrc very high local c8 ownership.t7a 

t 7, or worting resp"io*[i" u" l|* 
{{}'s or 

'oe 
very t[g[ local ca ownershiP'

!o work. uage survey us€d a ca! to get to\{ork Hall ofthqse tavelled Borg ths[ 5 Ejles
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3.10 Sttes on which residential building developmeot is imminent include Middleton School (44

dwellingp) and the Leach and Riafto sites to the west ofl'uckeridge High Street which respec-

tively account for 44 dwellings to 59 dwellings plus 12 existing mobile homest'. It ls inescap-

able that the completion of these developments rdll have an impact on the vi[ages and that

tirey will impose further stain on local facilities. It does seem extraordimry that so far, no

significant couditions harc been imposed by the plandng authority on these developments,

which might reduce or carlcel out their adverse impact upotr the commudty.

r The settlement boundary of the vlllages should be malntained as set out in the strretrt
' Dlstrtct Plan Enlsrgement of the settlement boundary can only be Justtfled lf pres-

sur€s externsl to the vlllage neessitate a general lncrease ln populaflon. Ilaving re-

gard to the slower than €xpeted growth of traffic at Starctd Alrport tltls seems

udikely.

r If fi$ure houdng pmgramme make lt necessary to revlse the boundary' then areas for
development should b3 selectd that are lnconsplcuous wtthin the wlder landscape.

r New housing should ayold any gnater contrlbudon than ls neessary to local traffic
pmblems and 'plannlng galn' should be sought on traffic matters to cancel out atry

such contrltrullon This should be mtlveli monttored.

: Land and bulldlnqs ln lndustrlal use should not be permltteal a grant of change ofuse

to rcsidentlal houslng.

: House exten$onsforfamlly gmwth and home offics, grannyflats on ln-ffll dtes,should

generally be permttted becruss they asslst ln sadsf,ylng lnternally generated ned, ln-
crease Job opportunldes and reduce the ned for travel, but only provliled all other

aspects accord wlth the Distric{ Platr.

r House extensloDs that remove the use of a garage should be rduse4 b€cause they are

likely to exacerbate street pukltrg pmblems ln future years.

la these do rot take accouot of a ft[the! appucstion at No. I 6 High Steet fo! seveo dwelli|lgs.
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4.1

4.2

4,3

4.4

The changing paftem ol employment
unt' about 40 yea$ ago tl' majority ofmen employed in the parish worked on the rand or had
occupations allied to it, eg. hedging, dilching, grais cutdng or road mending. Women loo
worked on the land in considerable numbers, but on a part_time basis, eg. picking and sorting
potatoes and feeding stock. one local farm€f employed 2g men ftrl-timein 1g55, but now he
empr'ys oniy5. Noris it any longer the case that fare emproyees live vitrin watking di$ance
of thek wo*' lbday the whole padsh provides only 54 fun-dme atrd g pafi-dme jobs inagriculture .od horticul're, reflecting what must be the biggest change in emptoyment pat-
rerns ever s€en itr the padsh, For details, see Table Ire (on page 34)

The prace of agdculture as the foremost employer wit,in the parlsh has been aken by lightindustry' which now accounb for armost fo.o times as many fulr-the jobs as agricrdture. Themain siEs wiftin the virlages are on land i'mediately to the Nortr and Soutlr of tie Al20 at
the sution Roadjunction (see Fig.l2). outside ore viuages some 50 people are employed arBarudck. There is some scope for fi'fier light indusfial developmefi within tre nmi,. 0f thevillages. Four employers account for over half of the llgrt iod*ti"l 

".pb;;;; ;;Wiuesden Thansformer Co Lt4 Spillss hemium hodrcb Ltd. LA packing Co Ltd and A10Timber Company.

Iffrrr-time and part-time emproymed were consid€red togetrer, education would in fact come
ahead of light in&$ry as tlle foremost employer This is occasioned by the Fesence of St,E<rmund's cotege at ord Hall Greer wrdch arone accoun* for 10g ftll-time and 6 r part-timejobs itr teaching, adminisEadon and ancillary educadonat work.

The sell-em ptoyed.
what rhble 1 does not reveat is the large numba of self-employed people wtro vork in andfrom the villages. A glatrce at advertisemenb in the windows of tfre post Omc€s end othershops or in the parish newsletter shows a wealth of one-man or o'e-wouun bands, not oDry inthe traditionat fields ofbuilding, decorating, plumbrtrg and electricar work, but arso injobbinggardening' cle'ning, word-processitrg, secretarial vork, flnancial services, various therapies,keep nq hairdressing, pholographt Eusrc teaching and a host of other ftings. These serf-employed people form an important aspe.t of fhe rocal emproyment pic&re. They are rocalpeople who ssve rocar needs' By living witftin the area which they serve they maks fewerdemands upon the environmetrt than those who traver considerabre distances b their work

ttsee tabl" I: 
-Employ.*t ioo November 19941. 

. _ ___q. -vry !s6,e o@ \-urueri E[q! Dased on 8 survey by M. Smith and B, Taylor, July
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Tiavel to work
Of thqse who are in ftrll-time employment those who conimute to work outside ttrc Puish
probably out-numb€r those who work witldn it by sometrdng like ts/o to one.t Tlavsl to work

outside the Village almost inevitably involves some form ofmotorised transporL A substantial

majority of those in work and resident in the Parish travel between 5 and 15 mlles to work.a

I1 is a ma$er of impression tlat working from home is inoeasing quit€ substantially. In
palticular, the number of people who make use of the new technology in ords to work ftom

home is on the increase. Basic secretarial tasks can easily bedone fuom home, using a home-

based computer and the public telephone network. Manyjobs in publishing, marketr6earch,

accouruancy, tele-sales and other flelds are being moved ftom ceffial offices to people's

homes. Flexibility and low overhead costs meke working ftom home altractive to employer

and employee alike. This tsetrd is being accelerated by the falling cost oftechnology and by

changing acitudes.

It has obvious advadages for a communtty vhtch needs morc people to work where they

llve, and it ls to be encouraged.z

Inierest of the Communlty
Growth towads a self-suffcient community is in prhdple, de$rablg provided it is not achieved

at a cost of an inordinalp trumber of trew homes. A better balance between the numbels livitrg

in ths villages and local enoployment !o enable tllem !o suppo( themselves and tlpir families

is obviously needed. This would have advantages, apafi Aom tln obvious ecotromic orcs to

tiose most directly concemed Advantag6 which would bercfit f}te community itrclude (l) a

reduction in reliance placed upon the molor car, ard (2) an incxease in custom for local shops,

It must follow tiat the community ouglrt in prhciple to welcome new employment within its

bounds; also that the use for reddendal deyelopment of land and buildings itr industrial use

should be resisted.

The welcome to new employment, panicularly in 0rc light industrial category, is qualified only

by a concef,n that the premises for such employmetrt should not detrast fiom the charact€r of the

vil1age. This requires tlat any new developme or expansion of existing premises should be

approachsd by business etrterprises with care and seNitivity an4 it is to be hoped, in
consultatiotr r'ith the Community.

tolhe village rurvey demolstral€d that eproxinatEly 1,400 peopte coEEuted to work outside the Parish. Table 1

shows 547 h:ll-time joba within the Parisb" but mte that this Table ercludos jobs held by p€ople vho UyE outside the
parisb, and it also excludes ths seu-eBploy€d.

'82?o of workiog respotrde s to the Village survey f€ll i[to this colegory.
2 Promotion of a Staldou Padsh Electrotric Cetfre by the Padsh Council, with assbt€nca, fo! the purpore of promoting
bome use of ,ro!d processing ar1d offiqg syslems softwale will, if succ€sdfirl p'tovids such glcouragelretrt.

4.7

4.8
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Employment in Statrdon , Puckerldge and Colliers End

Fnll-dme Part-tlme

Ught industry 205 1E

Blucation (all sraff) t77 n
Agricdffe and hordculEre 54 ,
Holel and licensed fade 50 35

Services and retatl ,t0 39

lvfiscellaneous communlty employrnent zl z
547 180

Table 1

Notes b Thbls

l.Survey by M. Smith ald B. Tayloa July to Novemb€r lg94
2.This Table do€s not include solf.eBployed Fopb.
3.A job wtthtn the perirh is, of co[rse, m goamnEs thst tb p€$on wbo holls tt wil re{ido *ithin tbe prish.

Village Shops

Baker

Btsch$ (2)

Delicat€$en

DryCteam
Fish srd Chip (mobile)

Garage & Service Stn (2)

GrocedDeltcatessen (2)

Hairdresser

Itonmonger

Newsageat/Gen Slore (2)

Phamasy

Post Office (2)

Tbavel Agent/Vldeo trire
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4.9 Attlrough tlre populatjon ofstandon and Puckeridge has inseased inexorably,the days when

the villages accommodated a full range ofretail shops have long gone. Yet few can doubt that

a village without shop lacks one of the essential ingedienB of a community. village shops Ee

more than retail outletsl they arc places for meeting and exchan$ng local news' information

and gossip. the lifeblood of the commudty. The trumber and mlge of shops ln standon and

puckeddge is set out in Table 2. Itis diffarlt to discern any present tretrd either ofincrease or

decrease itrtheuse made oflocal shops. ln recenttimes, there have been a mmber of closues,

but these have now been matched by a number of new openingsi all of which poiffs to a c€naitr

precariousnes in local retailing business.

4,.t 0 Almost one in five households in tlle parish claim !o do mo$t of tlrek shopping in the two

villagesa. Households srithout cars arc almost certrinly influenced to this course by the rela-

tively poor bus liDh, in particular to Bishop's stortrord. For some, tlre exlsteme of vi[ags

shops is more tian an agreeable feahle of communal life: it is a nec€ssity. It is therefore

gatifying that althouglr there are gaps, most of the retail filnge seems to be covered-

4.11 Though some are doubtless compeued !o use tlle viilage shops, tlle nmbers vho claim to do

most of their shopping in them significantly exceeds the number who do not possess a car3a'

This poilts strongly towards tlle villages condnuing to be morc or less viable as a self-con-

tained shopping ara providing ouuets that tlle community use as a mafier ofchoice rather tlan

neressity.

4.12 The use oflocal shops by local p€ople is likely to reduce ovsall the use made by them of mofor

vehicles.

4.13 Four factors are likely to iocrease the business of local shops in the next ten yslrs or so:

r ircreases ln drc number of dwellings wit]tin the viuage limis:

r inrreasein home working (teleetorkiDg);

r increases in tlle number ofpeople employed il local businesses;

r restrictions, probably of cost imposed for envlronrnental reasons, on the use of molor

vehicles,

al87o of the 829 respoBdeots to the eillage slrvey.
zhy abou! 87a of lespooder housebolds, i.e. about 100 households. Vit188e ervey.
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4.14 The need for a range of retail outlets within tlrc viliage community exisb atrd is likely, if
anything, to increase. It may be discerned both as a social ne€d, and as a matter of supply alld

demand.

The interests of all the communlty poitrt to the deslrablllty that

(1) lhe Parlsh and Di$rtct Counctl do what they can to pmmote local shops and

(2) local pmple zupport them with thelr custom.
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Traffic Problems and Solutlons

5.1 The closure of the railway branch line ftom St Margalets to Buntingford in 1963/4' left the

villages with the distincrion ofbeing fiirther ftom a railway station than any otler significaf,t

se6lement itr Herfordshire (see Fig.l3). This relatjve isolation" when combined with high and

increasing local car ownenhip figures and poor bus links, has created a number of p'roblems

which it is the purpose of tlds section of tlle stttdy to identiry and commeot upon.

FIG 13 RAILIJVAYS AND RAILWAYSTATIONS

Car ownership and lts eflects
The 1981 Census gave national car owtrershlp at 0.85 cals p€r household. The 1986 Coutrty

Household Survey gave car ownership in Ea$ Hsrs at I '22 per household and in Standon as

1.2? per housetrold Five years later, the village suwey produced a figure of 1.64 cars per

household, which may point to a local increase of almost 30% overthe period offive years' It

is probable that therc has been a ftirther increase since 1990 and' if present trends continue,

firther increases will occur hereafter. The car ownership figures in Stadon and Puckeridge

are amongst the highest in the country,
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5.4

Standards for planning purposes yary from 1.5 to 2.5 spaces per dwelling, munded up if
provided within the curtilage of the dwellings. These standards are based on

recommendations by HerforGhire Technical Chief Officen derived ftom a sfirdy vithin, the

county undertaken between 1983 and 1985 ie a dacade or so agoa. The present standards are

almost certainly inappropriate lor Statrdon and Puckeridge. The application of those

standards Io planning decisions ln recent yea$ is likely to have exacerbaEd rather tlnn helped

to resolve parking and traffic problems s/iflin tlle villages.

Where tlrere has been substanfial building development on or neat a road that aheady has

parking or tafnc problems, otre would expect the consequences to be particularly acuis. This
is borns out by local experience, e.g, tlte developmett !o the east ofPuckeridge High Street. It
is impossible to avoid the cooclusion that the pr6ent car paffng shndards are inappropdately

low' at least for any residential development undertaken qrithin the vilage limit!.

Public Transport

Bus links to nearby towns are and are Ukely to remain relatively inftequenl They were used

by about one tiird of housetnlds questioned in 199 luand Just over one half of rhose house-

holds used tllem d'lly. Servic6 run between Royston Hertror4 Ware and also to Bishop's

Stordord, Harloq Stevenage, Hoddesdo! and eisewherebuls the ssvice Dost used (perhaps

simply because it is tlHe) and probably the only one used both regularly and frequenrly by a

sigrificant number of rGidents is tltat 0o Herford and Warep. In practical t€rms, access to
rail transport can only be achieved by t4king a car or taxl to Ole stafon.

As car owuership increases so the demand for local public transporl and indeed the scale of
the service, declines. The higher degree of mobllity conf€rred by car ownership also leads to a

decrease in demand for truly local s€rvic€s atrd facilities. 807o of respondents in the village
survey said that they did most of tlrcir shoppitrg outside tlle vi[ages. As dematd has de-
creased, so fhe services and facilities to meet dematrd have reduced ln consequence, those
who do not have the use of a car are caught in s fap of fewer local ssvices and facilities and

a reduced ability to favel further afleld usitrg pub[c fansporl The numbef, is small, probably
about 120 householdss, but for those affected it is probably acrte.

5.5

5.6

t

6East Herts Loc!.I Pta[ paft- 8.6 and Appendir W.
- Distict Plan Review. Inspectols Re{oIL March 1992 para- 8.82.
z- Village Survey: 33.297a ofrespooders.
- The,so may be used for Ehopphg but do not providE precticoble mear of connutitrg to alrd from work
z'Vrllage Survey: this service accounts for 6070 of all "usuol destioatioos".
30 8.97o of respondeat hou$ebolds in ths Village rurvey.
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5.7

5.8

For the minority ofhouseholds whlch hare no ca[, an ImproYement in the bus service aDd

an lncrease in the number of retall outlets In the vlllage ls a matter of urgency.

Pedestrians and bicyclists
Matry short local journeys presently undertaken by car could be undertaken on foot or by

bicyclefl. Tlris coul4 in small measure, relieve the traffic problem. It is, however, a sad fact

tlrat little or mthing is done !o promotB @estianisation or bicycling. T\[o oppofiutrities for

such promotion arc worthy ofnote.

Flrst, the development ofthe Mlddleton School site should be m arranged that there lg at

least pedisrlatr egress to ensble ne\f, resldents to walk eadly to the Health Centre atrd to
the Schools. Second, thought should be givetr to the formafion of blcycle ro|des adjaf,ent

to some of the madways withln the parish. It appears qulte posslble that suhantial funils
wlll be made available for thls purpose fmm the Milleulum Futrd.

Trafflc Flow
Pockeridgeis by-passed by the A10 to its west The vilages ofstandon atrd Puckeridge used

to be sepanted by tlte 4120. It would now be more accurat€ to say tllat the community is

bisected by tlat road" Much though trafrc trBvelling North to East (A120 !o A10/81368);

and vice-versa, chooses to trayel along the hypotenuse form€d by Sation Road/South Road/

High Street PuckeridgelBuritingford Roa4 rather than follow the other two sides of the tian-
gle formed by fhe main roads. ln recent ttmes, peak hour congestion on the A10 has ld to a

significant increase in Eaffic along the minor Stadon/Barwick Road which is ill-equipped to

cope with substantial fafrc flow. For many years, the l{adham Road (C37) has been used by
commuters and others as a coDvenieDt roub !0 Ilarlow and tlle Mll (Souti) so that, at certain
rimes, it perfoms more the frncdon of a secondary distribution road than tie country lane that

it is.

3tsome ftfty years ago one youog man ftom Puckeridge lsed 8 push bicycle to get !o and ftoE work h CheshlllL aDd

thought little of ir Orc wonde$ whsther safety slone prgvent! such enFprise today.

5.9

IO
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5.10 Areas for Consideration
The village survey revealed a high level of concern at fhe inpact of trafic moyement and carparhng within the settrement boundarieseb. This surdy focuses on four rocations seen locally
to produce problems:

Standon Hi gh Street/A I 20
Hadham Road/Green Leys
Shtion Road, puckeddge

High Steer puckeridge/Buatingford 
Road

The bulk ofasention is given to the last of th6g reflectiug the fact tlut it constiurtes by far the
most sigrdficant vehicular problem in file community.

5.11 Standon High Sueer/Al2o
In times past' tlre High street was host !o a tc/ice-weekry marxet, and tt lus retained the width
necessary for tiat purpose. ParHng Fesents little problem except on the junc{on vith the
A 120 where, at certain fimes, it can be acrte. A charaqerisdc oftafrc gentrat€d by the shops
in the High street is that it both comes and goe via the A120, necessitating an about_h'tr
manoeuwe in fte High steet itself. In road lay-out tenns, a beranc€ needs to be struck
between tl|e requiremen8 of householders on the Fa\t side offte High steet, whose fronr
doors give onto the Green and the requirements of tming vehicres. A more sigdllcaat prob-
lem is posed by the speed and amount ofpassng raf'c on u," A120 itself, which crea'es some
hazard !0 pedesfiars who closs it b vtsit the shops. At preseff, westbound trafEc still largely
arrives in convoys creat€d by the automadc tranc srgnals at ufire Hadham, but eastbouDdEanc is more or less condtruous.

5'12 There is considerabre local disquiet at tre difficurty, aod ind€ed the dangef, involved in cross_ing the Al20 on foot or by bicycles

Further conslderaffon needs to be glven to:
(1) rwtricted parklng on tjte A120 Juncdon wlth Standotr lllgh Street and(2) a pedestrian cmsslng perhaps betweetr the Rlver Rll anihe mgn Strcet

It is' howeyer, probably nec€ssary to ga*Er fi,,t]€r objective evidence no,u$iry either ofthese
sleps in oder !o peBuade tlle authorities that their fime is ripe.

f,Tr nenoaaents o"d.

;*#:ffiHff,j;,l:1""y.:;":,i:l ry;"i,_;l'";#;"*"*o *** ou 2r september aad 5D€aerxbsr lee4. rhese coutrrr do not refleci r*r ;d; ;Gli'il;li.'Tffffffif,ilif#tT
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5.13 Hadham Road/Green Leys
The Hadham Road is effectively rendered single lane by parked cars oyer I distance ofnearly
100 yards where it passes Green [rys. This is inconvenient for passing tsaffic but it does have

the unplanned effect ofreducing trafflc spe€ds. Residents would encourageroadworks which
would enable them to palk on the small greetr in ftont oftheir houses, though tlds would detact
from their appearance; but it seems that at pr6ent the co$ is prohibitive. Meanwhile the road,

wltich lacks a footway, is dangerous for @estria[s. 'Ihere is, at Fesent, no obvious solution
to these F ,)lems, rnd the present amugement, uaatisfactofy as it is, seems set to continue

for the foreseeable future,

5.14 Station Road, Puckerldge
Here too, on-street padlng on the north-east side of the roa4 brought about by increasing car
ownership and lack ofspace vithitr the curtilage of the adjacent homes, creates what is effec-
tively a one-way system ftom thejrrnc6sn with Perowne Way to thejunction witl Roundhaye.

The c.onyersion of ftonf gardens to parHng spaces has, in some iDstances, reduced the amount

of on-street parking, but tltis has been of-set by extensions which have added to the overall
number of caIs. As in Hadham Roa4 the same effect of redudng traffic speed can be ob-
served, as can tlre same lack of practica.ble alternative parking space.

5.1 5 The solutiotr to 0le parking pmblem would be likely, withouf ofter measures, to crea{e a taffic
spe€d problem- Howevs, ifany form ofone-way taffc were to be introduced into puckeridge

High Street traffic flov would be reduced in at least ons dirtrtion along Stafioo Road which
would provide some, aad perhaps signiffcant relief.

5.16 Puckeridge High Stre€U Bundngford Road
"At the present time the main street, owing to ib narrowness and ever increasing traffrc, has

become most dangerous and makes shopping.,. aleost impossible"t.. These rrords, wdtten
more thrn 25 years ago, before the A 10 by-pass provi<led relief, are equally appucable today,
albeit for different reasoDs. Local concem at the s@ and volume of traffiC tlre inadequacy

ofparking facilides, and tlle problems of congesdon and safety that Ulese pose boti singly and
in combinatiirn, rpas a feat[e of the village survey6, and has been a feahfe of subsequent

surveys and reports of more localised public opinion&.

5.17 A parling survey undertaken in the summer of lg4'revealed that tlle footways on both sides

of the road afe less than I mefs ln width for alEost the entire stretch from orc white Hart
public house to the Natjonal Wesminst€r bank Thseafter, the footway on thg west side
remains intermittently less than I metre in width to Or Junction at the Cror,|n and Faicon

s A History of tho Parish of StaDdoE, C Pe!o*Ee" 1962, p 23.* 357 r€spondents E8de proposals to allsviate tbE problens of pa*ing in puckqidge Higb Street
"" F Ryan s.rwey. Juae 1994: Rya! Repor! October 1994; Puckeridge High Street atd Burtilgford Road. WaUder report.
t994.
3z Ryan sut"y
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Vehicles park on the west side fortlE firll stretch. On the betrd atnumbers 16- 19 High SEeet'

traffic lsnds to mouot the east pavemenL This is a bund bend, and may be seen as the foqrs of

the problems in the Northern secdon of ttre High Steet'

5.1 I To the soutl of the junstiotr at the Croc/D atrd Falcon and Station Road, th€re are parking

restrictions on the we$ side of the ltigh street, up to the entrance to the proposed l€ach

developmenl Thereafter, cars park on that side up !o St Thomas of Canteftury School. The

east side of the Higb Street, betweetr the Juncdotr with Statlon Road and tlle entarce to the

proposed Leach development, iE used by residetrts for parking their caxs. Footway width on

thatstretchis intermittently less fllatr I metre on both sides, Almost all the houses t]troughoul

the length ofthe High Street, whether North or South ofthe junctioDs with Station Road abut

directly otr !o the footway. There is no scope for wideni4 the hlghway.

5.19 Car parking p'roblems have increased over the years. Causes include:

r t}re genefal increase itr car ovn€rship

r the conveBion of shops to residmtial use

r the rcw reside[tial developments.

Neifher the old nor the new houses abutdng the road have adequate parkiry space vithin tlrcir

curtilages. A number of rcsiderts have used Barker's land (now the proposed kach develotr

ment) with or c/ithout agreement, for parking up o 22 calss. Any development of tlris land is

bound to lead to an increase in pressure on the limited parking space in the High StreeL Road

junctions necessitat€d by fhe developments proposed !o t}le wst oftlte lligh Street will r€duce

the number of available parking spaces still further.

5.20 Traffic speed
Sigdflcant numbers ofresidents consider that excessive spe€d consdtut€s a pat ofthe traffic

problems. On tbe otlerhand a traffic count cooduct€d by the Herforrlshire County Council

in August 1994 established the avoage 85 percendle speedo in Puckeridge High Str€et at 29

mph il botlr directionsd. Conflict between residents' views and these results is pgrhaps lnore

apparent tlan real. The poiDt at which those speeds were recorded was outside the National

Westminst€r Ban& just south of the bend" rrddch it would be difficult to argue that anyone

could safely approach at a speed of 30 mph. Nevertheless, having regard to the lack of
reported accidents involvitrg injury and the need for the authorides to operatre a system of
priorities, it is uEealistic at present to expect acdon to be gengated solely by coDsid€rations of
datrgerous speed.

s lvalder reprL
sRy8tr Report.
40The speed uot exceeded by E5% of vehicles, measuted oyq 7 dsys.
at Measured at the Natiotr8l WertmilstEr Baok, i.e. just south of the blind bend. Speens i.o Excess of ?0 mph were

recorded oo 5 occasiols for vehicle! trseeUirg North (eic). Tbls must c{st doubt eitbsr o! the 8rclrasy of the
Bessuremetrb or lbe sanity of the &iyE(s)
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5'21 Plans for development at the l€ach site (44 homes) were approved in August 19%. In prirci-
ple' but noi as to trumb€rs of dwellings, development of the caravan site (59 dwellings pro-
posed plus 12 of the exisdng mobile homes) has been agreed by tlre Distict Courcil \vi0r tlle
support of the County Council. The proposal is said !o include i 6 spaces for carsebut this is
manifestly no more than a token and will not even compensat€ for the parking spaces which
will be lost by the kach development

5'22 It is quite predictable that, unlas public car parking space is incorporated as a part of any
developmsnt we$ of the High Sfeet, or a cfi park of srgntffcant size is cieated ftom neafty
latrd ouBide the developmen! the problem ofparklng affecdng High sreetresidents, which is
already severe, will b€come inlolerable, snd vriu sDread.

5.23 The provision of a car park would go some way towards alleviafing fhe problem, but it would
not tackle the underlying causes. Action is needed in the High street, pardolarly in fte
nofil€rn section, to improve the lot of tlle pedestian, to improve traffic flow and to reduce
darger. The proposed increase in housing nearby will add signiffcantly b tlle use of the High
stre€t by shoppors, most ofwhom canbe expected to be otr fool At presert the High sEeet is
unattr4ctive to pedestrians atrd car-bome shoppe$ atka The footways are too narrow, tltey
arc encroached qlon by passrng vebicles and they are dangemus. It is tite to observe that
v{idering ofthe foote/a}s can only be achieved by narros'ing the carriageway. In the absence
of a ban on street parking, which woutd necesdtate the inmediale seatlon of a large nearby
car parking facility (l@ vebicles or more), two-way tafrc over the ftrll length of puckeridge

High Steet 1l'll1 become impracdcable.

5'24 Tb summarise, the problem in puckeridge lligh Sneet has the following l0 components:

r narrovmess of the footn ays

r narrowness ofthe carriageway
r lack of scope for genaal widening ofthe carriageway
r a blind bend North of the Nadonal Westminster Bank
. "nsafe Eaffic sp€€4 particularly at this point
r use of the road as a rat rult
r inadequate palking space within the prccincts of abufrng houses
r very high car ownaship flgures in atrected households
: lack of alternadve car parHng space

r on-street parking by rssidenB and oth€rs.

# East Herts Local Pla!, Fi$t Revierr. March 1993, secolrd !ep!i!t August 1993, pa.a 16.4.6-7

ia
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5.25 Just as the problem in Puckeridge High Street is pafily created bybuilding developmentso its

solution may deperd in pafi upon beneftts tlat nay be agreed witl developers. Anyone

wrestling wittt ftis problem cannot fail b be struck, however, by one anomoly: 'plaming
gain" in the form of a scheme of alleviation (perhaps a reliefroad) will have ib price - and that
price will be measurd by the developer itr yet more dwellings, In one way or another those

dwellitrgs will themselvB add to the traf,Ac.

5.26 Trunk Roads
The dualling of t}le Al0 from before Wadesmill to tlp A120 roundabout may be expected

significandy to improve traffic flow at peak times. The effects of tiis improvement scheme

upon the vfllags are outc/ith the scope of this surdy or the competence of its authors. It is,

however, quite predictable that by rendering the villages morc accessible it will meke tiem
more popular, 

"nd 
that fhe improvements will generate more traffic, some of rrhich will aug-

ment flows on the 4120. A convincing majodty ofrespondents in the village survey thought
that the Al0 improvements would benefit the villagess.

5.27 The possibility of a by-pass to relieve traffic on the A120 has been moo@d for several years.

At present the possibility has receded but debate is boud to contnue over such a road until
evenually its construction is undertaken" Economics would seem to dictate that a by-pass

ftom Horse Cross would have to run to tlle Norfh of the village, meeting the Ato at. the

nortiern roundabout, ratler than anywhere to tl€ souttr Rrblic reacdon in the village also

considercd that a rcrthem by-pass would better serve fhe communitys. Neither tre Al0
improvements, nor the possibility of a by-pass provide anyjusdfication for delaying attemptx

!o resolve the present traffic problems in the village.

5.28 Conclusion
As this village shrdy reached its mmpledon fifther proposals to develop larger areas of the
land to the vest ofPuckeridge High Street were in the process offonnulation- Itis no partof
this study to entEr the fiay ln r6pect of aty speciffc proposals. The mncem of the study is tlle
overall well-being ofthe villages. The general points however, made earlier in the snrdy, merit
repetition" \

They all have bearing on the impact of traffic on ths commudty. First, in the
absence of pressing extemal nee4 the villages will not be well-s€rved by development
beyond their exlsdng defined boundarles. Second, any development in the vicinity of
Puckeridge High Street will inevitably create more yehicular and foot traf,Ec in the High
Street itrelf. Thtd there is a crying need !o ptan developme itr such a way as to ensure

a glEo
6 Yrllage suwey: 563 against 133 respondctrts.
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that each development Foposal is made to contribute to the soluliotr as well as to the problems

caused by traffic, pafticulary in Puckeridge High StreeL

5.29 This s dy may seem depressingly shoft on specific proposals to alleviate the traflic

problems,especiatly those in Puckeridgs High streeL However, unless and until the extent of

the problems is recognised by ths authorities especially the Hightay Autlority, suggestiotts

ftom witldn the villages must appear of little practical value.

It ls therefore suggested that, as a matter of prlorlty a comprehenslve study ls undertaken

of the passing traffic, the local trdic and the parktng arrangements Puckeridge High

Street and lts Yiclnl$.
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Main Conclusions

6,'t As to the villages:

(a) Housing development within the existing village boundary should be permitt€al provided it
is such as to enhance the character of the villages. @ara 3.i, 3.9)

O) The village boundary irself should be jealously guarcled. @ara2.3,3.ll)

(c) Land and buildings in itrdustrial use should not be permitted a grant of change of use
to residential housing, @ara 3.ll)

(oAIl building development proposals should be moDitored pmspectively to ascerrain the
exlent to which they may be expected !o exacerbate existing taffic problems, (pa$ 3.11)

6.2 As to the surrounding countryside:

(a)Housing or other development outsiate the village boundary should b€ resisted. (para I . I 6)

o)People shourd be encouraged by seDsible planning decisions, to undstake local journeys
on foot or by bicycle. (para 5.8)

(c)current plandng restictions in the countryside shoutd be vigorously enforced atrd furfler
initiatives to eDhance or conserve the countryside should be encouraged, (para l.16)

(d)Leisure use of the counfryside should be encouraged provided it is not harmfirl to its
charact€r or !o the local flora and fauna. @ara l.16)

(d)The maintenarce and development of rights of wa1 other than for motorised yehiclx.
should be encouraged (para l.16)

(e)The most lmportatrt archaeologcar sites itr the padsh should be given pre-emptive
protection. @ara 1.16)
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6.3 As to employmEnt:

(a) Innovarions to creaE furdEr employment in tlr parish should be supporteq whethr
tlley cover selfemployment or s€rvice to an employer. (Para 4.7)

O) Full use of the areas of tlrc parish in ln&rs0lal or commercial developmed is to be aimed

for. (Para 4.8)

(c) Local shops m€rit Ote srpport both of tlre local councils and tlle local population.

(Para 4.14)

6.4 As to tratfic:

(a) It is necessary ff$t to recognise that the very high car own€rship ffgures for the parish are

indicative of serious problems reladng both to taffic atrd tD padfng. (Para 52 et seq)

O) It is not possible, on the presently avallablg obJedve evldence, to rccommetrd action in
relafoD to the trafrc p'roblemr,

(c) No turdrcr butlding development shodd be permircd in the vidrity of hckeddge lligh
Str€et udess its conte|rt i$ suctr ttrat it will on balance lead to a net dimirudon intbe traffc
problems in Puckeddge Htgh Street, and posibly also to a nef gain in the amenides

provided for tbe commurity. (Para 5. 1 6 et eq)

(d) A compretEnsiye trafrc suvey in hckertdge High Street is urgently need€d. (5.29)
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